Celebration of Thanksgiving
for the life of

Dennis Albert Davis

Born into Life 14" June, 1920
Born into Eternal Life 18" August 2022
Aged 102 years

Requiem Mass. St Bernadette’s Castle Hill
Fr Fernando Montano

“You have created us for Yourself, O Lord,
And our hearts are restless until they rest in You.’
St Augustine

)



Welcome: (Warren Power-Jones) Welcome to this celebration of
thanksgiving for the life of Dennis Albert Davis. Clare and
Annabelle are placing his picture here for us. Please stand as we
begin our prayers for Dennis with the entrance hymn.

GATHERING & INTRODUCTORY RITES

Entrance Hymn. On Eagles Wings (Michael Joncas)

Blessing of the coffin

PLACING OF SYMBOLS
Placing of Personal Symbols of Christian Life by the family
(explanations by Vanessa Byrnes and Jessica O’Toole)

Placing of the Pall: (Maureen & Linda) On the day of his
baptism, Dennis was clothed in Christ. By his word and
example he lived Christian dignity. May Christ now enfold
Dennis in his love and bring him to eternal life.

Placing the Flowers: (Mitchell and Toby) In death Dennis has
become a new creation. With reverence we place flowers,
the fruit of the earth.

Placing the Cross: (Emily) Dennis had this cross above his bed.
In Baptism he received the sign of the cross. May he now
share in Christ’s victory over sin and death.

Placing the Book, Medals and Rats of Tobruk Cap:
(Mana, Charlie, Eve)
Dennis lived his faith. The book he wrote “The Story of a
Lifetime” demonstrates his faith through family and
wartime service. Like other soldiers Dennis put his life in
danger for the love of God and neighbour.



Placing Dennis’ Mass book, Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet:
(Sophie, Ivy and Elizabeth)
In life Dennis cherished praying the Rosary, the Divine
mercy chaplet and attending morning Mass at St
Bernadette’s. May Christ now greet him with these words
of eternal life: “Come, blessed of my Father”.

Eulogy (Trevor Power) & pictures
Opening Prayer

Priest: God our Father, to whom mercy and forgiveness belong,
hear our prayers on behalf of your son, Dennis, whom you
have called from this world. Command that he be carried
safely home to heaven and come to enjoy your eternal
reward.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever
and ever.

ALL: Amen

LITURGY OF THE WORD

First Reading (read by Fiona Brown)
A reading from the First Letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians

We want you to be quite certain, brothers and sisters, about those
who have died, to make sure that you do not grieve about them like
the other people who have no hope. We believe that Jesus died and
rose again and that it will be the same for those who have died in
Jesus. God will bring them with him. With such thoughts as these,
you should comfort one another.

The word of the Lord.
ALL: Thanks be to God.



Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 23: (read by Nerida Woodbury)

RESPONSE: The Lord is my shepherd;
There is nothing I shall want.

The Lord 1s my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

Fresh and green are the pastures where He gives me repose.
Response

Near restful waters He leads me, to revive my drooping spirit

You guide me along the right path; You are true to Your name.
Response

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes

My head You have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing.
Response

Surely goodness and kindness will follow me all the days of my life.

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever.
Response

Second Reading (read by Carmel Power)
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 3:12-17

You are God’s chosen people, His saints; He loves you, and you
should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility,
gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other
as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you; now you
must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep them together and
complete them, put on love. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together as
parts of one body. Always be thankful.

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with you.
Teach each other, and advise each other, in all wisdom. With
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs
to God; and never say or do anything except in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

The word of the Lord.

ALL: Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation

(sung) Alleluia, Alleluia!

(said - all) ‘Come, you whom my Father has blessed’,
says the Lord;
Inherit the kingdom prepared for you since the
foundation of the world.

(sung) Alleluia

Gospel
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John, 11:21-27

Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not
have died, but I know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he
will grant you’. ‘Your brother’, said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’

Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last
day.’

Jesus said: ‘I am the resurrection and the life.

If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live.

And whoever lives and believes in me will never die.

Do you believe this?’

‘Yes, Lord’, she said, ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of
God, the one who was to come into the world.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

ALL: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Homily (Fr Fernando Montano)

Prayers of the Faithful

Priest: Father, you are a God of tenderness and compassion.
Listen to us now as we bring before you our prayers, trusting and
believing that you will hear us.



Mia Power

ALL

Tahlia Power

ALL

Lucy Woodbury

ALL

James Woodbury

ALL

Anastasia Woodbury

ALL

Jaida Power-Jones

ALL

Priest:

ALL:

Father, we thank you for Pop and for all the
joy which he brought to our lives. We pray
that he may now enjoy the fullness of life
with you. Lord hear us.

Lord hear our prayer.

Lord, bless all those priests, office staff and
wonderful parishioners of St Bernadette’s
parish who have supported Pop over many
years. Lord hear us.

Lord hear our prayer.

Lord, grant your comfort to those who grieve
at Pop’s passing. May you strengthen us all
with your love.  Lord hear us.

Lord hear our prayer.

Father, comfort and give strength to Pop’s
family. Bless their relatives and friends who
are being supportive and loving. Lord hear
us.

Lord hear our prayer.

Lord, hear our prayers for all our departed
brothers and sisters. Grant them the pardon
they have always desired and bring them to
the fullness of your salvation. Lord hear us.
Lord hear our prayer

Father grant that Christ may always be
present in our lives and let nothing in life or
death separate us from his love. Lord hear us.
Lord hear our prayer.

Father, teach us to live out our lives gently
with others as Dennis did, till the day comes
when we shall all stand together in an eternity
of peace and joy. We ask this through Christ
our Lord.

Amen



LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

Procession of the Gifts
(Peter and Dominic Woodbury)

Preparation and Dedication of the Gifts

As Gentle As Silence (Estelle White)

Prayer over the gifts

Priest: All powerful and ever-living God, your Son offered himself
to be our bread of life and poured out his blood to be our
cup of salvation. Have mercy on your servant, Dennis, and
let the Eucharist we offer be for him, a help to salvation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

ALL: Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer

Rite of Communion

How Great Thou Art (Stuart K. Hine)



Panis Angelicus (Louis Lambilotte)
Choir:  Nerida, Lucy and Clare Woodbury;

Emily and Sophie Byrnes; Eugene Raggio.
Violin: Vanessa Byrnes

Hail Mary Gentle Woman (Rev Carey Landry)

Prayer after Communion

Priest: Lord God, your Son, Jesus Christ gave us the Sacrament of
His Body and Blood to guide us on our pilgrim way to Your
kingdom. May our brother Dennis, who shared in the
Eucharist, come to the banquet of life Christ has prepared for
us. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

ALL: Amen

RSL Tribute

Removal of the pall, symbols and flowers (WN Bull Staff)
Draping the coffin with the Australian flag. (RSL Veterans)
Placement of the flowers, a slouch hat & Dennis’s medals

RSL Eulogy
Placement of Poppies by RSL veterans.

Last Post, silence & Rouse
(Trumpeter Lachlan Day)



FINAL COMMENDATION AND FAREWELL

Priest:

ALL:

Priest:

ALL:

Priest:

ALL:

Priest:

Dennis has gone to his rest in the peace of Christ. With faith
and hope in eternal life, let us commend him to the loving
mercy of our Father, and assist him with our prayers.

May the Lord now welcome him to the table of God’s
children in heaven, and, with all the saints, may he inherit
the promise of eternal life.

Let us also pray to the Lord for ourselves. May we who
mourn be reunited one day with Dennis. Together may we
meet Christ Jesus when He, who is our life, shall appear in
His glory.

Saints of God come to his aid.
Hasten to meet him angels of the Lord.
Receive his soul and present him to God the most high.

May Christ, who called you, take you to Himself.
May the angels lead you to the bosom of Abraham.
Receive his soul and present him to God the most high.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,
and may perpetual light shine upon him.
Receive his soul and present him to God the most high.

Father, into your hands we commend Dennis. We are
confident that with all who have died in Christ, he will be
raised to life on the last day and live with Christ forever.
We thank you for all the blessings you gave him in his life
to show your fatherly care for all of us and the fellowship
which is ours with the saints in Jesus Christ.

Lord hear our prayer:
Welcome Dennis into paradise and help us to comfort each
other with the assurance of our faith until we all meet in



Christ to be with You and with him forever. We ask this
through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen

Pallbearers:
Ian Brown, Greg Power, Trevor Power, Warren Power-Jones

Recessional hymn:

Amazing Grace (Traditional)

Dennis at St Bernadette’s on his 100" birthday.



The family would like to thank you for the love you shared with
Dennis and for your support,
compassion and prayers during his life.

We would like to thank you for your presence here today.
We thank you also for the support you are giving us
and for sharing in the celebration of a life so well lived.

We would especially like to thank:
Fr Fernando Montano

Eugene Raggio — organist & vocalist
Vanessa Byrnes — violinist

Choir — Nerida, Lucy, Clare Woodbury,
Emily and Sophie Byrnes.

Castle Hill RSL sub-Branch
Castle Hill RSL Club

WN Bull Funeral Directors

After Mass we invite you to join us at
Castle Hill Cemetery - Catholic Lawn Section
Gilbert Rd, Castle Hill.

We would also be pleased if you could join us to

share memories and refreshments from 2pm at
Castle Hill RSL, 77 Castle St, Castle Hill

This service has been livestreamed
and is available on the website

https://www.videoworx.com.au/dennisdavis/
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NX59087
Private Dennis Albert DAVIS
Supply Column ~ Australian Army Service Corps
9th Division 2nd A.LF

Born 14 Jun 1920 LONDON, ENGLAND

Enlisted 12 Jul 1940 PADDINGTON, NSW
12 Company AASC (1942 - 1943)
2{156th Aust. General Transport Coy. {1943)

Headquarters - 9th Division {1943 - 1945)

Deceased 18 Aug 2022 SYDNEY, NSW
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